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MINUTES 


OF THE 


SIXTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST. ASSOGATIN 


HELD WITH 


MAGEE’S CREEK CHURCH, 
PIKE COUNTY, MISS, 


_ September 10th, 11th and 12th, A. D. 1881. 


o-——_. 


OFFICERS: 

' RR. TURNAGE China Grove, Miss.................. Moperator. 
I. M. FORTENBERRY.........Columbia, . TREASURER. 
W. J. ARMSTRONG..*........ Monticello, “Neen dbaegutodieeabecct CLerx. 


JACKSON, MISS.: 
CHARLES WINKLEY, STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINT 
CAPITOL STREET, 


1881, 











MINUTES 


OF THE 





Pearl River Baptist Association. 












FIRST DAY—Mornina Session. 
SaTURDAY, September 10, 1881. 






Tue Peart Riv ER Baptist AssOctaTION convened this 
day, with the Church ‘at Magee’s Creek, Pike county, Mis- 
sissippi. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder T. D. 
Bush, from Exodus, 14th chapter, and 15th verse, “Speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.” 

After an intermission, the delegates convened in the house, 
sung a hymn, and prayer was offered by Elder Thomas Price. 

The Association was called to order by Eld. R. R. Turnage, 
the former Moderator. 

Brethren W. L. Bowman and J. D. Burkett were appointed 
Reading Clerks. 

The letters from the Churches were read, and the names of 
the delegates were enrolled, and state of the Churches entered 
on the minutes, 

Elders\George W. Farmer and J. M. Ritchie were appoint; 
ed to preach at the stand in the afternoon, 

Brethren J. J. Thornhill and E. L. Reeves were appointed 
a committee on Finance. 
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The Association then ‘proceeded to ballot for officers, breth- 
ren J. W. Cox and B. S. Watts, acting as tellers. 

Elder R. R. Turnage was chosen Moderator; I. M. Forten- 
berry, Treasurer, and W. J. Armstrong, Clerk. 

Visiting ministers present were invited to-seats in the Asso- 
ciation. = . 

Petitionary letters were called for, when Pleasant Hill 
Church presented a letter of dismission from the Fair River 
Association, by her. delegates, W. L. Bowman, H. H. Cole, 
and J. W. Parnell, and was received as a member of this body. 

Received Correspondence from sister Associations, as fol- 
lows: 


From Baptist State Convention—Elder T. J. Walne. 

From Fair River—A letter and minutes, by her messen- 
gers, J. M. Ritchie and W. H. Bailey. 

From Bogue Chitto—No letter or minutes. Her messengers 
were Elders B. A. Crawford, R. J. Boone, and brother S. C. 
Walker. ' 


From West Pearl River—A letter and package of minutes, 


by her messengers, Elder J. E. Pound and Bro. J. E. Bilbro. 

From Hobolochitto—A letter and package of minutes, by 
her messenger, Elder Thomas Price. 

From Ebenezer—A package of minutes. No letter, no mes- 
sengers, ; 

From Magee’s Creek—A letter and package of minutes, by 
her messengers, C. B. Davis and W. D. Holmes. 

Arranged Correspondence as follows: 

To Fair. River—Elders G. W. Farmer, J. L. Chandler, R. 
R. Turnage, and brother John Wallace. 

To Bogue Chitto—Elders B. A, Crawford, J. L. Chandler, 
and brethren W. L. Bowman and H. H. Cole. 

To West Pearl River—Elder B. A. Crawford. 

To Bbenezer—Brethren J. W. Cox and 8. J. Harper. 


To Hobolochitto—Elder T. D: Bush and brethren J. W. 
Tolar and J. W. Cox. 
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To Magee’s Creek—Brethren W, E. Fortenberry, J. G.' For- 
tenberry, 'T. B. Fortenberry. 


To Mssissippi—Elder B. A. Crawford and brethren A. W. 
Maxwell, W. L. Bowman, H. H. Reeves. 

To Baptist State Convention—Elders B. A. Crawford, R. R. 
Turnage, T. D. Bash and brother W. J. Armstrong. 

Committees were appointed as follows: 

On Preaching—Brethren J. W. Cox, G. W. Mikell, H. B. 
Jones, Wn). Clark, and the deacons of Magee’s Creek Church. 
_ On Sunday Schools—Elder T. D. Bush and brethern B. 8. 
Watts and W. E. Forténberry. 

On Temperance—Elders R. J. Boone, B. A. Crawford, J. 
M. Ritchie, T. D. Bush, and, brother J. H. Mikell. 

On Home ov State Missions—Elders T. J. Walne, Thomas 
Price, and brethren William Waller, G. W. Hartzog, and E. 
J. Pittman. 

On Foreign Missions—Elders B. A. Crawford, T. D. Bush, 
and brethren W. L. Bowman and §, C. Buckley. 

On Abstractsa—Elder J. L. Chandler, and Brethren J. D, 
Burkett and W. L. Bowman. . 

On Obituaries—Brethren J. J. Thornhill, A. W. Maxwell, 
H. H. Cole, 

On Religious Literature—Brethren J. W. Tolar, J. M. Tur- 
nage, and Elder W. H. Bailey. 

On Ministerial Education—Elders C. H. Otken, A. Goss, 
and brother William Waller. 

On Mississippi College—Elders 'T. J. Walne, B. A. Craw- 
ford, and brother J. B. Dale. 

On General Education—Elders C. H. Otkin, T. J. Walne, 

A. Goss, J. I. Chandler. 
On Caring for the Poor—Elder G. W. Farmer, W. L. 
Bowman, E. L. Reeves, W. V. Jones. . 
(On the best Plan for Raising the Pastor’s Salary—Brethgen 


A. W. Maxwell, Jesse Davis, J. J. Thornhill, Joseph Carter, 


E. Ts. Reeves, 
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Letters of dismission were granted to Bethel and Graves, 
Creek Churches, Covington county, Mississippi, at their re- 
quest. * 

The Committee on Religious Exercises made the following 
partial report: 

That Elder T. J. Walne preach on Sunday, at 11 o'clock, 
a. M. One hour’s intermission, and Elder Charles H. Otken 
to preach, and Elder T. D. Bush to close the services. 


G. W. MIKELL, Chairman. 
The report was received and adopted. 
On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock, 
A. M., Monday morning. 
Prayer by Elder C. H. Otken. 


1) 


SUNDAY’S EXERCISES. 


At 11 o’clock, the services began by singing. Elder A. 


Goss led in prayer. 


Elder T. J. Walne preached from. Ist chapter and 8th verse 
of Acts of the Apostles—“‘And ye shall be witnesses unto me, 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth;” and 24th chapter and 47th 
verse of St. Luke—“And that repentance and remission of 


’ sins should be preached in his name among al] nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem.” 


After which, a cash collection was taken up from the con- 
gregation for State missions, amounting so $19 00, and $85 (6 
pledged to be paid by November 1st. 


After an hour’s intermission, the congregation again asse1- 
bled in the house, and Elder C. H. Otken preached; and Eld. 
T. D. Bush closed the services by prayer. 

The congregation was large and most attentive. We trust 


that many of them were divinely blessed, and the Redeemer’s 
kingdom advanced. 
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SECOND DAY—Mornina Session. 
Monpbay, September 12, 1881. 


Association met according to adjournment. Prayer by Eld. 


\. Goss. 
The Modera™r announced the Association -in order for 


business, 
Reports of Committees. were receivad and adopted. as fol- 


lows: 
Report on Preaching. 


We your, Committee on Preaching, beg leave to submit the 
following final report: That we appoint Elder A. Goss to 
preach at the stand at half after 10 o’elock. One hour’s in- 
termission, then Elder J. E. Pound to’preach, and Elder R. 
J. Boone close the services; and that. Elder B. A. Crawford 
be appointed to preach the next Introductory, and Elder J. 
I.. Chandler, alternate. 

G. W. MIKELL, Chairman. 


Report on Obituaries. 


Your Committee on Obituaries submit the following report : 

First, we mention the death of,our brother W. P. Welch, 
who was a member of Hepzibah Church, who had been a 
member of the Baptist church thirty-one years, and a deacon 
three years; he ‘lived a consistent christian, and died at the 
age of sixty-gight, on the 28th day of December, 1880. We 
leeply deplote the death of this good brother, and heartily 
sympathize with the bereaved family. 

Secondly, we mention the death of sister Liddie Ward, who 
was a member of New Hope Church, who departed this life 
April 7th, 1881; In the death of sister Ward we extend our 
heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved family, and hope that their 
loss is her eternal gain. 

J. J. THORNHILL, 
A. W. MAXWELL, 
H. H. COLE, 
Committee. 
Report on Home or State Missions. 


Your Committee on Home or State Missions would submit 


the following: 
Ist. The operations of our State Mission Board have been 
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_ greatly enlarged during the past year, The missionaries and 


evangelists of the Board have labored faithfully, and the bles- 
sings of God have’ attended their labors. 

2d. During the year ending July Ist, 1881, the Board had 
thirty missionaries afd evangelists under appointment; they 
labored 4,553 days, traveled 35,700 miles, preached 2,200 
sermons, baptized 400 persons, and received 255 by letter, con- 
stituted 6 churches af 18 Sunday Schools. 

To do this work has required the expenditure of about $10,- 
000. About 35 of our district Associations are now in active 
co-operation with the Board. The Board has had missionaries 
and - evangelists laboring with county churches, and in des- 
titute places in the county, in the following Associations, 
viz: Chickasaw, Aberdeen, Oxford, Zion, Calhoun, Yalo- 
busha, Sunflower, Brooksfield, Yazoo, Central, Union, 
Louisville, Choctaw, Chickasaha, Gulf Coast, and West Pearl. 
Three missionaries have labored onthe gulf coast, and three 
at work in the Mississippi bottom. We have miasionaries sta- 
tioned in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Vicksburg, Kosciusko, 
Winona, Sardis, Batesville, Corinth, Aberdeen, Brookhaven, 
and Greenville. 

3rd. The spirit of missions is the spirit of Christ, who was 
both a Home Missionary and a Foreign Missionary. So, if 
we would be like Christ we must be both in spirit and life 
missionaries. . 

4th. Our State Missionary Board deserves and should re- 
ceive the hearty support of all our pastors and all our churches. 

5th. “As the work of the Board is certainly enlarging, we 
would urge upon every church of the Association the duty of 
more liberal support of that Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 


C. J. PITTMAN, Ci’n., 
, WM. WALLER, 
, G. W. HARTZOG, 
THOMAS PRICE, 
T. J. WALNE, 
Committee. 
Report on Mississippi College. 
Your Committe 
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the advantages presented by this institution, and which shauld 
secure to it the patronage of our people, are the following: 

Ist. An able and efficient Faculty. These brethren are 
faithfully trying to train both the intellectual and moral natures 
of those placed under their control. i 

2nd. the necessary éxpenses are as low, if not lower thain* 
any other institution offering equal advantages, 

3rd. The location of the Co lege is one of the healthiest in 
the State. 

4th. The moral and religious influences surrounding the 
students are, perhaps, superior to any other. 

5th. And finally, let us remember that it is our College— 
the College of the Baptists of Mississippi. 

In conclusion, your committee woul urge upon our breth- 
ren who have boys to educate, that they patronize Mississippi 
College. ; 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. A. CRAWFORD, 
J. B.- DALE, 
T. J. WALNE, . 


Committee. 
Report on Religious Literature. 


Your Committee would submit the following: 

Ist. -We' ‘cannot speak in terms of too great commendation 
of the religious press. It is wielding an influence second only 
to the pulpit, in the work of each progress and ite 
ment. It has become important in the great work of preach- 
ing Jesus. | The christian who does not appreciate it fails to 
appreciate the spirit of the age, in christian thought and ae- 
tivity. Itis gratifying to note an increasing interest among 
our people in this department of christian usefulness, 

The demands for religious literature have encouraged and 
sustained the establishment of many excellent Baptist periodi- 
cals. While the number of books ond tracts sent forth from 
the American Baptist Publication Society, and-other houses, 
gives evidence of superior facility enjoyed by Baptist Publi- 
cation Houses, in furnishing our people with a desirable litera- 
ture. 

2nd. We would recommend the “Kind Words,” the “For- 
eign Missionary Journal,” the “Baptist Record,” the “Bap- 
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tist,” the “National Baptist,” the “Southern Baptist,” and 
“Ford’s Christian Repository.” 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. W. TOLAR, 
J. M. TURNAGE, 
W. H. BAILEY, 


Committee. 
Report on General. Education. 
Your Committee on General Education would report: 


The subject of Education is worthy of the largest attention 
of our people. Home schools, furnishing elementary instruc- 
tion, should be encouraged everywhere, and our Colleges, both 
for young men and young ladies, under the auspices of our 
denomination, deserve the most liberal patronage of our peo- 
ple. The.measure of influence capable of being exerted by a 
denomination will depend upon an intelligent comprehension 
éf the’ duties which that denomination owes to herself and the 
world. Schools and Colleges are the sources whence this in- 
telligence must be drawn. ' 

Your committee would, therefore, commend to all our people 
the encouragement of first-class elementary schools in every 
neighborhood. Lea Female College, at Summit, for young 
ladies, and Mississippi College, at Clénton, for young men. 

Respectfutly submitted, 
©. H. OTKEN, 
-A. GOSS, 
T. J. WALNE, 
J. L. CHANDLER. 


Committee. 
Report on Ministerial Education. 


Your Committee on Ministerial Education would report: 

It is the judgment of your committee that, not only should 
this subject be kept before the attenfion of our people, but 
that the duty of the churches to aid young men, called of God 
to preach the gospel, to prepare themselves thoroughly for the 
work of the ministry, should be urged upon the ehurches by 
the active pastors. “If the christian minister is the divinely 
appointed agent to preach the gospel, then it must: follow that 
the more thoroughly that minister is trained to comprehend 
the solemn duties of his office, and the more thoroughly he is 
mentally equipped to perform these duties, the more gracious 
and effective will be that work. It is true now as in the past, 
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like priest, like people; but very ‘little will be done by the 
churches unless the pastors will take hold of this subject-in 
earnest. The activity of the churches, and the interest of the 
churches in this subject will depend very largely upon the 
activity and interest of the pastors, The pastors are urgently 
requested to invoke the aid of their churches to aid young men 
at Mississippi College, who are preparing for the work of the 
christian ministry. 
Respectfully submitted, ’ 


CH, OTKEN, 
. GOSS, 
WM. WALLER, 


Committee. 
Report on Temperance. 


Your Committee beg leave to submit the following. 

Temperance, as it is defined, means the moderate use of 
things useful, and total abstinance from those which are per- 
nicious. The traffic and use of ardent spirits in our country, 
though permitted by law, is a great evil, more destructive than 
war, ah aids to create woeful distress. It is weakening our 
financial abilities, hindering all our denominational enterprises, 
causing murder, theft, and every other crime, and for which 
men are od¢casionally imprisoned, but often tormented after 
death, The first case of drunkenness mentioned in the bible 
was laughed at, or made light of, for which the individual was 
punished, from thence on the people of God cone to cry 
against drunkenness— Woe to the drunkard. Prohibition was 
enforced. Look not onthe wine when it is red, for it biteth 
lke a serpent and stingeth like an adder. No drunkard shal! 
enter the kingdom of God. The crises of the matchless evil 
is now upon, and will crush us unless we become equally bold 
and active in our opposition to its progress. The laws of the 
bible will not admit of any compromise. The only safety is 
in'united, bold opposition. 

In view of these things, we earnestly request each pastor of 
the churches in this Association to preach against intemper- 
ance, and that we hereby request them, with their deacons, to 
report the subject, at the next meeting of this body. 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. D. BUSH, Chairman. 


Report on Sunday Schools. 


Your Committee on Sunday Schools submit the following 
report: 
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- submit the following report; 


») 


We teel thoroughly impressed that the Sunday School is one 
t the most effective agencies and second to none other than 
that of the gospel, that can be employed by our cburches for 
bringing our children to x knowledge of the trath, and for ip- 
stilling into their young and tender minds those heaven-born 
principles which, under the blessings of God, will enable them 
to become, not only more honored and useful members of so- 
ciety, but.also more efficient disciples of Jesus, when it shal! 
please the Lord to convert them. If this be true, we do think 
that the churches do not take the interest in the Sunday Schoo! 
work that its importance demand: 

We wonld, therefore, recommend—yea, earnestly urge the 
organization of a Sunday School in every church in this Asso- 
ciation, and that each school be provided with the uniform les- 
sons as taught in “Kind Words,” published by Elder S. Boy- 
kin, Macon, Georgia. 
Respectfully submitted, 

T. D. BUSH, 


W. E. FORTENBERRY, 
B. 8. WATTS, 


Committee. 
‘Report on Foreign Missions. 


Your Committee on Foreign Missions would respectfully 


The subject of Foreign Missions has been before this Asso" 


ciation for some years, and while we are glad to know that 
something has been effected for the great cause of our Master, 
we are sorry 4nd ashamed that so littlé has been done. 

Dear brethren, our dear Savior has said, “If you love me 
keep mo commandments.” Now we, his disciples, are certain- 
ly commanded to preach the. gospel to the uttermost part of 
the earth. In the blessed name of Christ let‘us perform the 
doing of it. We would then, in view of these facts, recom- 
mend that each pastor in this Association keep the question of 
Foreign Missions constantly before his church’ or charches, 
on thoroughly ‘instruct them in relation to that all-important 
duty. 

We wonld recommend the Foreign Mission Journal, pub- 
lished at Richmond, Virginiaswhich may be obtained for fifty 
cents per year, through which persons may learn of our for- 
eign work. ‘ ; 

Respectfully submitted, 


8. C. BUCKLEY, Ch’. 
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Report on Abstracts. 


We, your Committee, beg leave to ‘make the following 
report: 

“Antiaek Hogoita peace and prosperity; have been revived, 
and determined to move forward. One addition by baptism; 
T.D. Bush is their pastor, 3 

Bethany—Reports a prosperous state. Has one Sunday 
School; six additions by baptism; R. W. Hall is their pastor. 

Bethel (Marion)—Reports peace. Three additions by bap- 
tism; B. H. Martin is their pastor. 

Bethel (Lawrence)—Reports prosperous condition. Three 
additions by baptism; J. L. Chandler, pastor. 

Crooked Oreek—-Reports a prosperous state; have enjoyed 
a gracious revival. Nineteen additions by baptism; Thomas 
Price, pastor. 

Cedar Gyove—Reports peace and harmony. Four additions 
hy baptism; B. R: urnage, pastor, 

Ebenezer—Reports peace and prosperity. Four additions 
by baptism; R. R. Turnage, pastor, 

Friendship—Reports being in a lukewarm state. Four ad- 
ditions by baptism; J. L. C andler, pastor. 

(rraves’ Creek—Peace and prosperity. One addition by 
baptism; J, E. Pound, pastor. 

Hepzibah—Reports peace and harmony. Have had some 
warm and cheering meetings. Eighteen additions by baptism ; 
R. R. Turnage, pastor. $ 


Holly Springs—Reports a lukewarm state; without a pastor. 
Little ee, Rens 4 prosperous condition. Five ad- 


ditions by baptism; W. Farmer, pastor. 

Magee’s Oreek—Reports in a Inkewarm condition; J. L. 
Chandler, pastor. 

Providen¢e—Reports peace. Two additions by baptism; J. 
L.. Chandler, pastor. 

New Hope—Peace and harmony reported. One addition 
by baptism; R. R. Turnage, pastor. 

Silver Creek—Reports prosperous and on condition ; 
one Sunday School. Six additions by baptism: H. M. Long, 
pastor. 

Society Hill—Reports a prosperous state. Baptized, 18; J. 
E. Pound, pastor. 

White Sand—Reports peace and harmony. One addition 
by baptism:| Thomas Price, pastor. 

Pleasamt Hill—Reports peace and harmony; have had 
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some most excellent meetings. 
W. H. Bailey, pastor. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. D. BURKETT, 

W. L. BOWMAN, 

J. L. CHANDLER, 

Committee. 
On the Plan for Raising the Pastor’s Salary—A fier its being 

debated upon, on motion, the report was postponed indefi- 
nately. 


Four additions by baptism; 


Report on Finance. 


We, your Committee, would submit the following: That 
we have carefully examined the Treasurer’s report, and find it 


correct and ampy sustained by vouchers. 


espectfully submitted, 
J. J. THORNHILL, 
_ E. L. REEVES, 
Committee. 
The report was adopted. 
The Cotymittee on Caring for the Poor was granted time 
until our next meeting, to make their report. 


On motion, the Treasurer was authorized to turn over all 
funds now in his hands for Home or State Missions, to Elder 
T. J. Walne, Corresponding Secretary of State Mission Board, 
and that he be authorized to turn over all funds now in his 
hands for Foreign Missions, to brother B. H. Whitfield, at 
Clinton, Mississippi. 

On motion, a vote was taken relative to the place of hold- 
ing the next nieeting of the Association, which resulted in 
favor of Cedar Grove Church, Marion county, Miss. 

Resolved, That the clerk superintend the printing and dis- 
tribution of the minutes of this Association, and that he be 
allowed twenty dollars for his services, and that he be author- 


ized to draw on the Treasurer for money necessary to defray 
the expenses. 


Resolved, That this Association hereby recommends Lea 


Female College, located at Summit, Mississippi, as a school 
worthy of our patronage and influence, 
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On motion, the messengers to the Corresponding Associa- 
tions were authorized to write and sign, officially, the corres- 
ponding letters to the Associations with whom we correspond. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be, and they 
are hereby tendered to the members of Magee’s Creek Church, 
and to the friends of this community, for the kind and hospi- 
table nianner in which they have entertained this Association. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet with the 
Churely at Cedar Grove, Marion county, Miss., on Saturday 
before the Second Sunday in September, A. D. 1882. 


A hymn was sung while the parting hand was extended, 
prayer was offered by Eld. B. A. Crawford. 


R. R. TURNAGE, Moderator. 
W. J. Armstrona, Clerk. 
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Treasurer's Report. 
IVIN M. FORTENBERRY, Treasurer, 
In account with the Pearl River Baptist Association: 
hus cesee don dagaesarencecede $447 20 








Credits. 
i By am’t paid W. J. Armstrong, Clerk........ $55 00 
i a - R.. R. Turnage,......ccccceccs. 5 00 
- Te Su. Walne ci.cccescceeccocen,,; 107 25 






‘6 .T. J. Walne 


















Wop nabSseiekeieeac. - 
Vint sasadetedehianse en, L 

TPO eee tow eeees L 

= 

Balance on hand from last year............ $3 35 ¥ 

To amount received from churches in 1881,.............. 72 20 ; 

1 . que - 

4 a 

| Total amount of Associational PO icisicccs $75 55 SS 

To amount received fron the churches for Home “ 

: and State Missions.:.. ...... ebuseekweabl conedtaces $150 25 ~ 
. To amount received for Foreign Missions........... @ 
' Total Mission Fund............... $173 75 ¢ 

To amount received from Bethany church for E 

Ministerial Ne nna Ta $2 00 xe 







Respectfully submitted, 
I. M. FORTEN BERRY, Treas. 
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$44 
$150 25 
$23 50 ° 
3 
$2 00 
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